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Presentation of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights

The Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH) is a local non-profit, non-partisan Lebanese human rights
organization based in Beirut. CLDH was created in 2006 by the Franco-Lebanese Movement SOLIDA
(Support for Lebanese Detained Arbitrarily), which has been active since 1996 in the struggle against
arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance and the impunity of those perpetrating gross human rights
violations.

CLDH monitors the human rights situation in Lebanon, fights enforced disappearance, impunity,
arbitrary detention and racism and rehabilitates the victims of torture. CLDH regularly organizes press
conferences, workshops and advocacy meetings on human rights issues in Lebanon and collects, records
and documents human rights abuses in reports and press releases.

CLDH team on the ground supports initiatives aimed at determining the fate of all missing persons in
Lebanon.

CLDH regularly follows up on numerous cases of arbitrary detention and torture in Lebanon in
coordination with Lebanese and international organizations, and with the United Nations Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention WGAD and the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture.

CLDH opened in 2007 a Rehabilitation Center for the victims of torture in Beirut, Centre Nassim,
member of IRCT (International Rehabilitation Council for Torture victims), which provides multi-
disciplinary professional support and case management for victims of torture and their families.

CLDH compiles a daily press review on human rights violations and on-going judiciary cases in Lebanon
and updates several human rights blogs.

CLDH is a founding member of the Euro-Mediterranean Federation against Enforced Disappearance
(FEMED), a member of the Euro-Mediterranean Network of Human Rights (REMDH), a member of the
SOS Torture Network of the World Organization against Torture (OMCT), and of FIDH (International
Federation of Human Rights).



Donors

CLDH is extremely grateful for the financial support it receives from individuals, foundations

and embassies, which makes our work in Lebanon possible. Their generosity allows CLDH to

respond to Human Rights violations, and to operate independently from political, economic or

religious interests.
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AEDH (Working Together for Human Rights) — supported the legal assistance activities
to migrant workers

AHRF (Arab Human Rights Fund) - Supported activities of the “Arbitrary Detention” and
“Torture in Lebanon” programs of CLDH

CFLI (Canada Fund for Local Initiatives) - Supported CLDH in various activities

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Supported the campaign for the ratification of the
Convention for the protection of all persons against enforced disappearance in
partnership with FEMED (Euro-Mediterranean Federation against enforced
disappearance)

La Luz - Financially supported Centre Nassim through IRCT (International Rehabilitation
Council for Torture Victims) for rehabilitation of women and girls who have survived
sexual, physical and psychological torture.

MEPI (Middle East Partnership Initiative) - Funded a project entitled “Media Monitoring in
Lebanon to Promote Democracy and Human Rights”

Oak Foundation - Financially supported Centre Nassim

OMCT (World Organization Against Torture) - Supported beneficiaries of Centre Nassim
through its social assistance program.

Open Society Foundation - Renewed its support to the project “Legal assistance to
vulnerable inmates in Lebanese prisons”

The Swiss Embassy in Beirut - provided CLDH with funding for various activities.

TRACE for Health Care Management - Supported the Summer Camp for Children
UNVFVT (United Nations Voluntary Fund for the Victims of Torture) - Supports Centre
Nassim in the rehabilitation of the victims of torture.

Private donors - Regularly contribute to the funding of the organization’s activities.



Arbitrary Detention and Torture in Lebanon

Objective Contribute effectively to reducing the practice of arbitrary detention and
torture in Lebanon

1. Summons

During 2013, CLDH representatives were summoned three times at Baabda palace of justice for
investigation as a continuation of an investigation opened on the basis of complaint by the
Amal Movement against CLDH. As stated in the previous activities reports, this investigation
was opened following a publication by CLDH on February 11, 2011 of a report entitled
“Arbitrary Detention and Torture in Lebanon: the bitter reality of Lebanon”.

The above mentioned report outlines patterns of arbitrary detention and torture in Lebanon,
based on testimonies, interviews, and statistical data. The report tackles the alleged practice of
arbitrary detention and torture by most of Lebanese security services that deal with arrests.
The lawsuit against CLDH is based on information mentioned in the report which states that
Amal Movement might have been involved in arrests and torture practices during their
investigations. However, as stated on page 29 of the report, CLDH explains that during the
course of the study it was not possible to evaluate the frequency of these torture allegations.

CLDH called for support of human rights organizations, activists and all concerned individuals to
show the Lebanese authorities that no intimidation can stop the crucial work being carried out
to make Lebanon a better place. Individuals, lawyers and organizations expressed their
solidarity with CLDH and continued to follow up the case closely.



2. Legal Assistance to Vulnerable Inmates in the Lebanese Prisons

In Lebanon the prison population is exceeding almost three times the capacities of detention
facilities. Meanwhile, a large amount of detainees and prisoners could be immediately released
if they could avail adequate legal assistance.

Insufficient judiciary assistance by the Lebanese state, insufficient amounts paid to the lawyers
at the end of each calendar year that do not cover their real expenses in the cases, are at the
core of this problem. Consequently, the lawyers do not have a possibility to effectively defend
low-income inmates who are not in a position to cover certain expenses. In addition, foreigners
that have been convicted for illegal entry or stay are not included in the judiciary assistance
provided by the Lebanese state, thus, they are left in a limbo state without lawyers defending
their cases.

Every year, CLDH provides lawyers for inmates who cannot afford it and this legal assistance
allows dozens of inmates to be released.

This project implemented with the support of Open Society Foundation, the Arab Human Rights
Fund, Canada Fund for Local Initiatives and the Swiss Embassy in Beirut in 2013, improves
access to Justice for all and helps reducing the practice of arbitrary detention in Lebanon, with a
particular focus on the protection of marginalized people.



3. Implementation

During the reported period, CLDH continued to visit Lebanese prisons and to meet victims of
arbitrary detention and victims of torture. It also received many cases referred by relevant
prison visitors, families and relatives of inmates. CLDH continued to document and follow up
their cases in accordance with the demands and specific needs of the beneficiaries of the
program.

Of all the cases that CLDH assisted to in 2013, 66% percent were new cases, while 44% were a
follow up from 2012.

As a direct result of the legal assistance activities, 70% of the assisted cases were released.

Detention statistics 2013
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With the increasing number of Syrian refugees in Lebanon and with the inadequate legislative
framework of Lebanon regarding refugees, an increased number of Syrian citizens was assisted
by CLDH legal assistance program.



Nationalities of the persons assisted in prisons in
2013
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The legal assistance program implemented by CLDH covers the following interventions to inmates in
Lebanese prisons:

e legal advice;

e Contacting the corresponding embassy;
e Helping travel;

e Defense in court;

e Sentence reduction;

e Paying judiciary fees;

e Assistance in police stations;

e Having the sentences run concurrently.



The percentage of these interventions can be seen in the following chart:

Have the Legal advise Contact Help to Defense in  Sentence Pay the Assistancein
sentences embassy travel court reduction  judiciary police
run fees stations

concurrently
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4. Events

During the reported period, the following events were hosted or co-hosted by CLDH:

“Legal assistance to vulnerable inmates: facts and challenges” February 13, 2013

On February 13, 2013, CLDH organized a roundtable in Beirut to present some of its findings resulting
from the project entitled “Legal assistance to vulnerable inmates in the Lebanese prisons”. The
roundtable took place under the patronage of the Minister of Justice Shakib Qortbawi, to whom CLDH
had previously presented a number of recommendations. The roundtable was attended by Judge
Hisham Khoury, on behalf of the Minister of Justice, representatives of the United Nations in Lebanon,
of several embassies, NGOs, and various security services concerned with detention issues (Internal
Security Forces, Army and General Security) as well as bar association representatives of Tripoli and
Beirut. This roundtable not only brought to the public attention the current activities of CLDH and its
partners in the field of legal assistance but also allowed the organization to maintain the relationships
that CLDH has developed with those involved in detention issues.

Several interviews with beneficiaries of the project’, prepared by Rights Cast, were displayed.

The testimony of one of them, a Sudanese refugee assisted under this program, and then by Nassim
Center for Rehabilitation of Victims of Torture — a CLDH project - was particularly moving: "In 2012, | was
arrested outside UNHCR offices for illegal entry in Lebanon. | met CLDH in Roumieh prison. | explained to
them my problem. | suffered a lot because my wife and my child were alone outside the prison. | was
released by CLDH. They gave me hope: after | left the prison of General Security | was very depressed
and psychologically affected by what happened to me in jail, | could not return to a normal life without
their help. "

During this roundtable, CLDH also made public a report regarding its legal assistance program
which was supported by: Open Society Foundation, Arab Human Rights Fund, Working
Together for Human Rights and the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives.

The event got a decent media attention? as it raised important issues regarding the situation of
Lebanese prisons and inmates that occupy them.

! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=022KFXHZXXI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g Pd 62PVXg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJAallfozZA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUEUoC-i4Hw

2 http://www.alanwar-leb.com/article.php?categorylD=4&articlelD=187119
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“International Day in Support of Victims of Torture” June 26, 2013
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The conference-debate was organized under the patronage
of His Excellency Mr. Patrice Paoli - French ambassador to
Lebanon, by the French Institute, the Beirut Bar Association
and the Lebanese Center for Human Rights on the occasion
of the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

Elisabeth
Zakharia Sioufi - Director of the Beirut Bar Association, Mr.

The panelists of the conference were: Ms.

Wadih al-Asmar - Secretary General of the Lebanese Center
for Human Rights, Mr. Nicolas Declercq - Divisionary
Commissioner and attaché of Internal Security at the
French Embassy, the Judge Raja Abi Nader, representative
of the Ministry of Justice, Colonel Ziad Caed Bay -

representative of Internal Security Forces, and the moderator of the conference was Dr. Nidal

Jurdi - Representative of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Panelists at the Conference-Debate

Among the attendees of the conference, there were a large number of representatives of the Internal

Security Forces, General Security, and the Army. After the presentation of the participants of the

conference, there was a heated debate between the participants and the attendees about torture in

Lebanon.

http://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/18785/
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“Lebanon has to criminalize torture! A call to the Lebanese Deputies” December 02, 2013
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As part of the campaign entitled “Nothing can justify torture”
conducted by the World Organization against Torture (OMCT) in
cooperation with the organizations of the SOS-Torture network, of
which CLDH is a member, a joint press conference was organized on
December 02, 2013. The joint press conference was entitled
“Lebanon has to criminalize torture! A call to the Lebanese
Deputies”. Its participants were: The Lebanese Center for Human
Rights (CLDH), Centre Nassim for the rehabilitation of victims of
torture, the Lebanese Association for Education and Training (ALEF -
Act for Human Rights), Justice and Mercy Association (AJEM),
Alkarama Foundation and Restart Center for the rehabilitation of
victims of torture.

The speakers of the press conference called upon the Members of

the Parliament to enact the draft law on torture criminalization that has been under study by the Law

and Administration Committee of the Parliament since December 2012. They also called upon the

Members of the Parliament to complete this process in the most timely and transparent manner

especially if substantial changes are to be introduced to the initial proposal. The participants called upon

this since Lebanon has ratified the Convention against Torture but has failed till now to legislate a

comprehensive definition of the crime of torture and fails to provide appropriate punishment for the

perpetrators of torture.

Participants at the joint press conference

Among the attendees of the joint press conference there were: embassy representatives, journalists,

human rights activists and civil society representatives. Later on, the press conferences’ press release

13



got a good coverage by the Lebanese media (NNA, Al-Mustagbal, Al-Hayat, Al-Anwar, Annahar, El-

Nashra, Lebanon Files, etc).3

3 www.nna-leb.gov.lb/en/show-news/17602/Civil-associations-call-upon-Lebanon-to-criminalize-torture
www.alanwar.com/article.php?categorylD=6&articlelD=216362

www.alhayat.com/Details/578066
www.almustagbal.com/storiesv4.aspx?storyid=597025

www.newspaper.annahar.com/article/88492
http://www.elnashra.com/news/show/688911/3xill-ay yai- sild- ) -l gill-chdUa-dla l-cileas

http://www.lebanonfiles.com/news/637400
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http://www.lebanonfiles.com/news/637400

EXER ) OV.CT e

AN

Lebanon has to ciminalize torture
A call to the Lebanese Dey

Fa we mzmas e m—sices te—s Wgea Owp oo Dwce—cac il cus ogesamaes
afiaic o mpes cro fe latateas miooien s cimoaae e soacios

iBarce mificf $o Cocvorlice el Todios i 2008 aef mafrncd i sk & cmbu
v witee wetieg s B Opficral Frotzecl i e Comvenline mpainad Torue: im 2008, Howoes
e pmries = e anll el

Secry o, Bundify of praces e v Sing B irvoligeices or in Siion pla, e
i rnera, e P v renan Srever el by i Teemaisicy cEwiecs.

Curlticg. dowe e pracics of kel i iweon will eover schioes rauls @ lorm @ B
EeTemna e mipmeoiy EEImLRE A sk

gt smw, Be itaeme lpalates d2m seticdide msmmtem dteiten of Br mma !
et med fala le preeic s mrmmgeas sosiabmen T i Bras whs comml

Zur cgamizatieea ol uzes o Momon of B fefamentic Lfenae i ot B dat e 2m
Revtore cimiralizaioe Bt b Booe unticr sty by e Law andl Afmirisimlicn Commises =f e
ot Dccomiber 2011 im @ Gmdy meeo: W call oe Som m wdl o complce Bia
Erecen im e meal Seeapeet way, Sy st chergs e i bs inveduost s B
T

Twiamzt

Ammzeieg iz e Comveries mpea T B St maana any sty which aes sae
=ratseg whebe shmel o mei 3 e teealyie s oe apemes fr ek zummm
Etmmieg o B o ik e iefeemates e szetmaiee, pumiakiog B fo e ast e e
ird porace B commisc o i napaiod of Peicg commiscs, o Rimidaieg o coocieg Km o
wict g, o ey mmat Bl g Sasmeaias clay keg whe sudh e craterg i
iefiziat by ze e iatgaies o 2w B szeacet oo mmmuimezer fa pukhe ool st
e asieg i e s ceas Timm molicdids see ey aenieg ol e, bt
i zriemdet s et saesizea

Semtame. T mempag n Tomdnd G Ty Fpea—
N ——

=
E
3
I

i mitificn o cimimaliing el imoror I pul snced I B sluman pacios, e lew 5ot b
rindonz: e nde of lew. Conieg # ol of impurity snceg 14 iraSivdces will dlow Pumas
g%y I Bo uphcd By disly Bowm

Seinat, Doomber 2, 2003

sgrazias
-t me i e e T (ol
R e
- ALE = ae iz uma i

- d:acs aned Moy Aaasciaiae (A
- Alama rucaies
L
- icddl Crgamizaioe Agmeat Tosoes (CACT)

e

iz 2l wsims ol welo e e

Thiz pre conflerores fa ot of S compaign STty Waling oo jualife S comdoct Sy the
wedd SrgEniraten Againad Teves (SWETL

Siar Tt e e B R

N

Press release of the press conference

The press release of the press conference can be seen on the following link: Click


https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd4OjM1NGJjZTJhNWYwYTkwNDk

- Press Conference: “Arbitrary Detention and Torture in Lebanon: Endless Suffering of Inmates”
and “The Truth in the case of the Alleged Spy Faysal Moqalled” July 18, 2013

At this press conference (for which initial date was set to be June 26, 2013, but was
moved for July 18, 2013 due to the security situation at that time in Lebanon), 2
reports were made public by the CLDH. The report entitled “Arbitrary Detention
and Torture in Lebanon: Endless Suffering of Inmates”* contains the latest findings
of CLDH regarding these practices in 2011 and 2012 and it was written with the
support of the Arab Human Rights Fund.

In this report, CLDH noted that:

Further on in the report it was noted that:

* https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jQ5YzYwOGM4YzY5NjEwMDc
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https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd4OjQ5YzYwOGM4YzY5NjEwMDc
https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd4OjQ5YzYwOGM4YzY5NjEwMDc

The other report that was published on the same day was entitled as “The Truth in
the case of the alleged Spy Faysal Mogalled”>. For this report, CLDH made an in-
depth study of the file of Faysal Ghazi Moqalled (sentenced to life imprisonment on
charges of collaboration with Israel) and it gathered information that tends to prove
that the Lebanese army intelligence services may have fabricated the “confessions”
of Faysal Moqalled, under torture, at the Ministry of Defense.

The press conference was well attended and it sparked interest in the media as journalists from various
newspapers were present at the press conference (The Daily Star, NNA, Lebanon Files, LBC %etc.).

> https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jRkZj|I1IMTQ5YmJiMWI5YmI

® www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/45355

www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Local-News/2013/Jul-19/224230-convicted-israel-collaborator-confessed-under-
torture-ngo-says.ashx#axzz2ZT0ygqUF
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http://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/45355
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Local-News/2013/Jul-19/224230-convicted-israel-collaborator-confessed-under-torture-ngo-says.ashx%23axzz2ZT0ygqUF
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Local-News/2013/Jul-19/224230-convicted-israel-collaborator-confessed-under-torture-ngo-says.ashx%23axzz2ZT0ygqUF
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Press release of the press conference
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5. Participation of CLDH team members at other events

January 10, 2013 - The General Secretary of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Mr. Wadih Al-
Asmar, attended a meeting with former French Minister of Justice - Mr. Robert Badinter at the French
Ambassadors’ residence. The aim of the meeting was to discuss current Lebanese issues.

May 14, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a roundtable organized by Justice Without Frontiers in
collaboration with the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. The roundtable was held by the registrar for the
STL, Mr. Daryl Mundis, who addressed the NGOs to discuss the International Law and possible
collaborations.

June 26, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a sit-in organized by Khiam Rehabilitation Center for
Victims of Torture, which was held in front of the UN house (ESCWA). The sit-in was entitled as
“Together against torture and sectarianism and fragmentation and for civil peace and not escape from
impunity”.

June 26, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the commemoration of the International Day in Support
of Victims of Torture, an event organized by ALEF - Act for Human Rights, which called on the Lebanese
authorities to make every effort to banish the practice of torture in Lebanon.

June 27-28, 2013 - IRCT/Restart Center for Victims of Torture held a conference on the right of
rehabilitation, which was attended by CLDH representatives.

On October 10, 2013 (World Day Against the Death Penalty), CLDH
representative took part in a public call to the Lebanese authorities to abolish
the death penalty. The event was organized AJEM (Justice and Mercy
Association) in downtown Beirut.

November 28, 2013 - The General Secretary of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Mr. Wadih Al-
Asmar, attended a meeting with an advisory team from the Danish Police who have been working in
Lebanon with border control management trainings since 2009. The scope of the meeting was to give
the visiting delegation an insight - from a human rights perspective - on the challenges and possible
areas of improvements for the Lebanese municipality police. Also, other relevant issues were covered on
the meeting, such as: prison conditions, migrant workers and arbitrary detention.

December 13, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the Conference entitled “Palestine Refugees and
Syrians in Lebanon - legal situation in the country”, organized by UNRWA.
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December 17, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the roundtable entitled “A Protection Mechanism
against Arbitrary Arrest, Lengthy Pre-Trial Detention and Long Delays in Trial”. The event was organized
by ALEF - Act for Human Rights in cooperation with Faculty of Law and Political Science at Notre Dame
University.

20



6. Press releases

On May 11, 2013, a delegation of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH) visited the President of
Lebanon, General Michel Sleiman’, in order to thank him for his personal stand against the deportation

of Syrian refugees and expose to him the ongoing concerns of the organization.

The following press release was issued after the meeting:

\

4
C.L.D.H
Press Release:

CLDH visits President Michel Sleiman

A delegation of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH) visited today General Michel
Sleiman, Presidemt of Lebanon in order to thank him for his personal stand agamst the
deportation of Syrian refigees and expose to lim the current concerns of the orgamization

CLDH raised with the President various issues such as:

- The mmportance given by the orgamzation to the set up of the national independent commission
for the enforces disappearances aiming at beginning the truth process regarding the issue of the
disappeared m Lebanon ;

- The need to relocate the General Security underground detention center that represents
inluman detention conditions for the detainees and vmacceptable work conditions for the agents ;

- The case of Nehmeh El Haj, sentenced to the death penalty on the basis of « confessions »
signed while he was at the hands of the Syrian intelligence services and whose detention was
considered as arbitrary by the UN working group on arbitrary detention. A report of CLDH
detailing the case of Mr. El Haj was handed to the President;

- The case of Faysal Mogalled sentenced to hfe imprisonment on the basis of unbelievable
« confessions » that he reportedly signed under the torfure of the Lebanese Army intelligence
services at the Ministry of Defense. A detailed report about this case, showing the file’s
meonsistencies as well as the violations to which Faysal Megalled was allegedly subjected was
delivered by hand to the President.

Bemut. May 11, 2013

Press release - CLDH visits President Michel Sleiman

7https://docs.googIe.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3ijG RofGd40jYwZGlyMGU2M

WM2MTM3MTA
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On May 21, 2013, a delegation of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH) also visited the Prime
Minister Designate - Tammam Salam® and exposed him to the ongoing concerns of the organization.

The following press release was issued after the meeting:

)

(,1.
—
C.L.D.H

Press Release:
CLDH visits Prime Minister-designate Tammam Salam

4 delegahon of the Lebanese Center for Human Faghts (CLDH) wisited today Prime Mimster — designate
Tammam Salam and exposed to him the cwrent concerns of the organization.

CLDH rased with the Prime Mimster the decree aiming at zetting an independent commizzion on
enforced dizappearance proposed by the Mmister of Justice Chakib Cortbawn and pending the cabmei’s
approbation — as well as the ratification by Lebanon of the Convention for the protection of all
persons against enforced dizappearance.

CLDH also drew the attention of the Prime Mimster on the mmportance of the draft laws on torture
criminalization and on the set up of a national human rights Institute comprising the National
Preventive Mechamsm (NPM) on torture provided by the Ophional Protocel to the Convenfion agamnst
torture and crual, mbuman or degrading treatments (OPCAT) ratified by Lebanon m 2008.

Beirut, May 21, 2013

For more information : Wadih Al-&smar - 700950730

Press release - CLDH visits Prime Minister designate Tammam Salam

& https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jUINGE3NTVKNTIkKM|E3ZWY

22


https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd4OjU1NGE3NTVkNTlkMjE3ZWY
https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1sZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd4OjU1NGE3NTVkNTlkMjE3ZWY

7. Other Press releases

Among the aforementioned, the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, made the following press releases:

February 12, 2013 - The Lebanese Center for Human Rights and Al-Karama issued a press release
condemning and asking for a recall of a possible extradition of a Syrian army deserter, who was arrested
by the Lebanese authorities. The press release can be read on the following link: Click®

.

Press Release

Soldier Tortures in Private Female Domestic Worker

A member of the Lebanese military has tortured a female domestic worker whom he suspected of
stealing his service weapon and jewelry from his home.

The soldier initially identified several suspects, but then fifteen days after the theft he is alleged to have
taken a female domestic worker — who had denied any contact with the missing items - to a house in
the countryside accompanied by other individuals, and proceeded to hang the young girl upside down
by her feet in the bathroom using handcuffs. He is also alleged to have subjected her to electric shocks
during most of the night, as well as burns using a red hot knife, in order to force her to incriminate
herself and admit guilt in the theft.

Despite her complaints, and with traces of torture on her body, the domestic worker was sentenced to
one year in prison for theft, and her appeal in court was dismissed.

Worse yet, at the end of the young woman's trial in early 2013, her employer refused to pay for her
plane ticket to return to her home country. The CLDH (Lebanese Center for Human Rights) financed her

repatriation, a full ten months after she had served her sentence.

The CLDH requests that an investigation be launched in this matter, and that this member of the military
be held accountable in a manner commensurate with the perpetrated acts. The Judiciary is requested to
take all allegations of torture consistently and seriously, short of which egregious acts of this nature will
continue.

Beirut, April B, 2013

Press contact: Wadih Al-Asmar, Secretary General of CLDH: 70 950780

. 10
Press release following a case of suspected torture case

o http://en.alkarama.org/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=1046:lebanon-imminent-extradition-
of-syrian-deserter-following-order-from-military-court-of-beirut&catid=26:communiqu&Iltemid=131
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Lebanon: Two weeks of hunper strike for Mr. Tarek Rabaa
Human righits organizations demand bis immediate release

Mfr. Tarek Rabaa has been on hunger strilke for 2 weeles. The nndersizned l]I'EIJI:iIIﬁ.DIS
demand his immediate releaze pending trial which would effectively end the excessive
period of pre-trial detention for which he has been held. Furthermore, we are extremely
concerned by the continuation of his trial in front of the military :lmri as well as by the
lack of investization into the alleged torture be mizht have been subjected to, and that
onr arganizations raised im a press release im 2011

Tarek Rabaa, a 43-year old Lebanese cifizen, has been on hunger sirike in Roumish prison
since "9A]Jrﬂlﬂl.1 mdmndhjsrﬂ.ease Helusbeenmpnmaldemumsm:e 2010 on
chargss of o with Izrael His mial by the military court in Baingt is based on
confeszions n]leged]t Emrbsdund.ermne nn‘he"d'.tmstrvufDEfEﬂse

In spite of the statement issoed by our erganizations on B Movember 2011, oo investigaton
seems to hawve been opened into the allepations of torture and arbitrary detention inflicted to

Mr. Rabaa, an enpineer at Alfa Telecom Company, was summoned to the Ministry of
Defense for imvestization on 11 Jaby 2010 where he was repestedly tortared with eleceic
shocks -addu:l.ma]]'fhe was left standing during 20 days and slapped very severely on his
ears. He was only allowed to see his sister - acting as his lawver- 32 days after his arrest.
According to available information, he was subjected to tornare and ill-treament whils being
held at the Minisoy of Defense detention center for 108 days - before being mansferred to
Ruoumieh prison, where he is soll detamed.

During the investization. Mr. Fabaa refised to sign most of the docments presented to bim
by the Lebanese ammy intellizence, bur his full name (ot bis siznarure) was handwritten at
the bottom of the pages and then presented to the military justice as his “confession”™

His trial in front of the military court began on 7 Febmary 2011 and is still ongoing, in the
course of which the defense mamsed allegations of forhae by providing forensic repors to the
court. His next session will take place an 17 May 2013.

If proven. the above menfioned allezations repn:entmmhmmn\fﬂl.el.ebmﬁe
criminal procedurs code” and of Lebanon™s international commitments®. In this case the
undersizned arganizations would consider that Mr Fabaa is a viciim of tartore and
detention and sheuld not only be mmmediately released, but the perpetrators should alse be
hald accounsble and brouzhe to justice. Victims of tormure must be ensured the right to an
effective remedy for the psychological and physical pain inflicted fo them, as well a:iteng;h‘t
t0 Teparation with compensation and rebabilitation. Additomally, altheuszh Mr. Rabaa is
suspect of collaboration with Tsrael however remains innocent until proven guilty by a court
of law and by insuring his right to a fair mial and has the right to an efective remedy by a
compatent tribunal for acts violting his findamenta] rights pranted to him by the Lebanase
Constifution.

: |rnu:r—mmpu:-:nmumnnm--n-nmmu-rcuam-u cumiody detentios, e right for e sapect
i

? Latmron m siu :—r-ahu-r-nnum-nmm-nmwuu sty providen S ruse b m bk il e ko e
Corvanor agurmd ioriors ar sher ousl nhumen or Segradng TemTents imi sty prohbd lorrs

The umdersizned orzanization would also like to reiterats that the prosscotion of ciwilians
biafore the Military Court may constinute a serous breach to the mght to a fir trial as refemed
to also in Principle Ne. § of the Basic Principles on the Independence of the Tudiciary

The undersipned erzanizations fally support the demand of Mr. Eabaa to be released pending
his mial, hold the Lebanese awthorice: responsible of his physical and psychological safery
and urge them once azain to open an immediate, independent and thorough imrestzation meo
the allaped torture of Mr. Tarek Fabaa.

May 13, 2013

Simatores:
- Lebanese Cenper for Human Fighis (CLDH)
- Alkarama Foumdation
- ALFF - Act for human rights
-Working Together for Human Righes (AEDH)
A.tnmbyctmsuans Apainst Tarmure (ACAT — France)
- Euro Mediterranean Human Rights Metwork (EMHEIN)
-World Creanization Amainst Tarmare (OMCT)

Press release demanding the release of Mr. Tarek Rabaa™

% https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jQzNzFINzBhM2JmY210MWU

! https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jExMGIwYmU30DQxZDAzODg
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Lebanan: LN Specisl Rapporteur on Tarture updated on Tarek Rabaa's situstion

Investigate forture allegations, refesse Tarek Rabea pending tria!
5 Juree 2003

Tarsk Rabaa, & Lebarese enginesr detained Snce July 2010 on corspirecy dhanges, will again be brought
before the miltary oourt nest Friday, 7 June. Mot anly 15 he Stll detained without being found guilty dose
to three years after his amest, but fews such &€ the judidarys failure to onder investigations into the
allegations of borture, which were raled repeatedly, cast doubt on the faimess of his trial. Az his health
stuetion continues to defedorate, Alksrama and CLDH meiterate shelr calls to the Lebanese authorfties to
grant Tanek Rabas his right to a fair trial and congder his immediate relesse perding trial. To support
these demands, we informed the UN Special Rapparieur on Torture of Mr Rabaa’s skustion on 30 May
2013,

O 12 Juby 2010, Mr Rahas was summoned to the Ministry of Defence and subsequentty armested - & walid
armest warrant was only Ksued & month later. Until his transfer o Roumish Prison on 26 October 2000,
he was reportedly repestedly sublected to severe torture likely to have been camied out with the gim of
eatracting confesions fFrom Mr Rabas & be wes adesd o Son pepers at the time,

Mr Rabas was firt brought before the miltary court on 7 February 2011, Now, mane than bwa years later
and close i three years after his amest, his trial & sl ongoing. In spite of allegations of orture raised as
well before the investigating judge as in curt, we have o knowledge of an inguiry Being opensd Into
these allegations, in complete disegand of Lebanon's intemational abligations under the UN Comeention
agairet Torure and Other Crued, Inhuman or Degrading Trestment or Purishment ggred by the aountry
In 2000, Without these inestigations, it canndt be guararbesd that monfestons edracted under tortuns
are rict everthuslly Lsed Sgaing Mr Rabas and that the sleged perpetrators will be held sccountable.

Wi resmain furthermon: cmnoemed about the excessive period of time for which he has been held in pre-
trial debortice s far 25 waeil s the serious Aaws i e sl procesdings sgsinet b, ndudg the Fct
that he &, = 4 dvilan, tied before & milltay jurisSotion Cormderng these dffert dereits, Mr
Rebaa’s ongaing deprivetion of Bberty may amount & an arbitrary detertion and corstitute & further
breach of s rights.

Tansk Rahas's family informes) Alkarama and CLOH that his hesith stustion |3 oontiruowsly degrading and
several incdents indicate that he dost fob reosive Bhe necesiiary medical care while in detertion. Last
September, for example, Sscurity foroes intermupted his treatment: agairet the advice of the medical staff
present and he was taken badk to his cell by foroe, &5 described in a medical report, which was provided
o our omanisations. Based on this a5 well a5 the exoesive period Mr Rabaa spert in detertion on
rermuand S0 far, we support his demand for mmediate releses pending trial

Wi reiterste thet sl persond have the right to feir legal procesdings in determination of the chanes
pgairet them and that this includes the gueranbes that stebements edract urder phryscal and
peychaiogical pressure an: not used in court. As this canmot be ensured without Investigations inta the
vichim's allegations of torture, we umge the Lebanese authorities to open inguires into &l alegations
ratiesd before the competent bodies as B He o for Mr Rebes. The ned oosson to do & B the
upcorming hearing this Friday, ¥ June 2013, date at which the defenc: & abio expedsd to again reguest
hiss reshesries preling Erisl.

Sigriatories:
Lehanege Carer for Human Rights (LD

Mkarama Fourdation

Un Special Rapporteur on Torture updated on Tarek Rabaa’s situation®?

2 https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jc3NDA3ZGU3ZmY2YWE3OWE
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Foreign women locked up in cages under Jdeideh Palace of Justice

CLDH calls upon the General Prosecutor and the Minister of Interior to immediately take action to
end arbitrary detention and ill treatments taking place under Jdeideh palace of Justice, and holds
them responsible for the physical and psychological safety of the detainees.

A team of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights [CLDH) visited today the facilities of Jdeideh Palace of
Justice and was hormrified to discover the conditions in which around 30 arrested migrant women are
SUrviving.

Up io 8 detainees are detained in G square meter cells, kept by men guards, without ever seeing the
sunlight, without being allowed to go out of their cells, without drinkable water and depending totally on
their outside acquaintance to bring them food. If one of them is sick, the guards have to call the police
station that has sent the detainee and get its approval to do anything. Mo dector and no NGO mever visit
the place, according to the information gathered.

« We are waiting for their transfer to the General Security », one guard told us, « if one of them
does not have food, we bring her some yogurt from ocur homes. One lady fromm Bangladesh has
allegedly been surviving like this for 11 davs | « no one is bringing her food, so we give her something
to eat from time to time », explains the keeper of the place.

According to available information, the detainees should not be held for more than 4 days (which is
already too much), but some stay for up to one month. The absence of any contral, from the security

services or the judiciary, is blatamt.

Countless viclations of the Lebamese law and of the imtemational commitments of Lebanon are taking
place im Jdeideh and show once again the contempt of the Lebanese authorities towards migramt
domestic workers and detainees in general.

Beirut, June 13, 2013

Foreign women locked up in cages under Jdeideh Palace of Justice™

3 https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jQ2NGVhMjA3IMTM4MzU4Yz
U
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Call to the Fremch Minister of Interior Manuel Valls

Let Georges Ibrahim Abdallah return to Lebanon!

CLDH {Lebanese Center for Human Rights) calls upon the French Minister of Interior to sign without any
delay the expulsion order of Georges |lbrahim Abdallah from the French territory. This expulsion order
will allow the conditional release and the retumn to Lebanon of Mr. Abdallah, who has been incarcerated
in France for 28 years.

Regardless of the substance of Mr. Abdallah’s case, his prolenged imprisonment in France runs counter
to commaon sense for several reasons:

* At the Judiciary level, Mr. Abdallah allegedly fulfils the conditions of a conditional release. At the
poditical level, the time elapsed since the crimes he was accused of, should create the necessary
conditions of serenity to allow such measure to be taken.

* The cost of the prison administration in France is of 2.39 billion Euros. In a2 cowntry in the midst
of an economic crisis, it would be tempting to think that the French state would seek to release
as 500N as possible a person who is not dangerous, but clearly expensive, for its people.

* Georges lbrahim Abdallah, Lebanese militant, was arrested on Octeber 24, 1934 in France. He
has been sentenced in 1987 to life imprisonment for his complicity in diplomats’ assassination in

Paris. He could have been released since 19599,

Beirut, January 18, 2013

CLDH’s call to release Georges Abdallah (detained in France)

* https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jQ00TNIY2U2ZDQ30WMzMzY
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Centre Nassim for the Rehabilitation of Victims of Torture

Objective Offer and provide multi-disciplinary assistance to the victims of torture

1. Services

In 2013, 28 new beneficiaries availed to the services of Centre Nassim. In the meantime, Centre Nassim
continued its support to 37 beneficiaries which had been registered in the previous years. In total,
Centre Nassim dealt with 65 beneficiaries during the reporting period. In total, 829 consultations were
held with the beneficiaries. The consultations were as following:

Consultations held at Centre Nassim in 2013

266
174
150
127
77
- .

Psychiatrist ~ Physiotherapist  Psychologist General Lawyer Social Worker
Practitioner
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The nationalities and number of torture victims that were beneficiaries of Centre Nassim can be seen on
the following chart:

Iran (Islamic Republic
of), 8

Somalia, 4

Syrian Arab
Republic, 29

Egypt, 31

Bangladesh, 1

Sudan, 4

Madagascar, 1

Nationalities and number of torture victims
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The number of victims of torture, which were beneficiaries at Centre Nassim, by age, can be seen on the

following chart:

Number of victims by age

Age Group

16-25 26-35 36-45

45-60

||||[!

Number of victims by age

The gender of the victims of torture that were beneficiaries at Centre Nassim can be seen on the

following chart:

Gender of the victims

H Male

= Female

Gender of the victims
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2. Trainings

In December 2013, Centre Nassim staff provided training to a new Libyan center for rehabilitation of
victims of torture. The training was done with support of IRCT. The aims and objectives of the exchange
program were:

v' Acquire new knowledge on what a torture rehabilitation centre typically does, how it is
structured and organized, types of beneficiaries, types of services offered based on
beneficiaries’ needs;

v’ Establish closer ties between IRCT members in the region

Training with Libyan team
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3. New foreseen activities

As the Syrian crisis is getting worse by the day, thousands of persons are getting displaced from Syria
into Lebanon. Among them are people that are victims of torture and their family members, who
require specific assistance in relation with their medical, psychological, social and legal situation in
Lebanon.

As a result of Centre Nassim’s commitment to helping these vulnerable groups, as well as the increasing
number of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Centre Nassim reports that half of the newly registered
beneficiaries, for 2013, to its services are Syrians.

Centre Nassim looks forward to expanding its capabilities for 2014 and introduce more beneficiaries to
its services. At the end of 2013, UNVFVT granted Centre Nassim a special grant to cater the needs of this
specific group.
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Enforced disappearance

Objective Support the families of disappeared and NGOs working with this issue,
and contribute effectively to the establishment of truth and justice
for all victims of Human Rights violations

Since 1996, CLDH works closely with the families of the disappeared, who are suffering from the
psychological torture of not knowing what happened to their loved ones and who are therefore not
being able to properly mourn their relatives if indeed they have been killed as a result of enforced
disappearance. At the very least, the authorities should respect their right to Truth and help shed light
on the fate of all missing persons in Lebanon in order to resolve this issue and start a real national
reconciliation process.

For this reason, CLDH is calling for improvement of the draft law on enforced disappearance and the
missing, prepared by a number of NGOs.

In 2013, CLDH continued to be in the forefront of various activities undertaken in support of families of
disappeared and working towards the establishment of truth and justice for all victims of Human Rights
violations.

1. Events

During the reporting period, the following events were organized, co-organized or attended to by CLDH:

“Conference on the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance” February 21, 22 2013

The conference was organized by the Euro-Mediterranean Federation against Enforced Disappearance
(FEMED) and the Lebanese Center for Human Rights.

During the press conference, the participants invited the Lebanese authorities to ratify the “Convention
for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance”, which entered into force on December
23, 2010. Ratifying it and putting it into practice will be of great value for the families of the people that
have been subjected to enforced disappearance as it defines the crime of enforced disappearance and it
sets up a Committee on Enforced Disappearance, an innovative monitoring body with investigative
powers.
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The participants of the conference stressed that “Enforced disappearance is not only a crime; it is an act
that negates the very essence of humanity and is contrary to the deepest values of any society”.

Further on it was stressed that “Such practice (of enforced disappearance) cannot and should not be
tolerated nor justified whether it is used to counter terrorism or fight organized crime or suppress
legitimate demands concerning issues such as democracy, freedom of expression, or freedom of
religion”.

This event was a part of a project that was funded by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“Fourth Euro - Mediterranean Conference of the Family Associations of the Disappeared on
the subject “Enforced Disappearance, Truth and Fight against Impunity”” November 23, 2013

The Euro - Mediterranean Federation against Enforced Disappearance (FEMED), together with the
Lebanese Center for Human Rights (CLDH), the Association SOLIDE (Support of Lebanese InDetention
And Exile) and the Committee of the Families of the Persons Kidnapped or Disappeared, organized a
conference on November 23, 2013.

The conference shed a light on the work developed by the 26 associations affiliated to FEMED network
working on the both sides of the Mediterranean Sea. The meeting also addressed the issue of the use of
universal jurisdiction in the context of the fight against enforced disappearances and it highlighted the
role of women in the processes of transitional justice.

The conference was attended by organizations from: Serbia, Algeria, Turkey, Libya, Lebanon, Morocco
and other countries. It was also attended by various Lebanese and International non-governmental
organizations, local and international experts, judges, lawyers, journalists and representatives of
national and international institutions.

The conference was covered by various news agencies (LBC, MTV, NNA®, etc)

> http://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/65429/
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Some of the participants at the conference

2. Participation at events

April 11, 2013 - Organized by the Lebanese Center for Human Rights and SOLIDE (Support of Lebanese in
Detention and Exile), a sit-in was held at the Gebran Khalil Gebran garden in Beirut downtown in
solidarity with the relatives of detainees in Syria.™®

December 06, 2013 — CLDH representative participated in the event organized by UMAM
Documentation and Research, and The Association of Former Lebanese Detainees in Syria, with focus on
political detainees in Syria.

®\www.lorientlejour.com/article/809679/detenus-libanais-en-syrie-huit-ans-de-sit-in-et-toujours-rien-.html
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Migrant Workers, Asylum Seekers and Refugees

Objective Raising awareness of the Lebanese society and authorities about the
rights of migrants and refugees, strengthening and promoting the legal
and social protection of migrant workers, asylum seekers and refugees.

1. Individual cases follow-up

The Lebanese Center for Human Rights, which assists more than a hundred people each year in
detention, is recognized for the competence of its team for legal aid. This recognition has led the
organization to be more extensively consulted by migrant workers in Lebanon asking for help from the
organization.

CLDH achieved satisfactory results by resolving more than three-quarters of cases presented to it.

The situation of Migrant Workers in Lebanon is in pretty dire condition. The existence of the “kafala”
system as well as the negligence for basic Human Rights by the employers of Migrant Workers has put
the Migrant Workers at the bottom of the society in Lebanon. The number of committed suicides by the
Migrant Workers has been on a steady rise.

In the absence of legislation or practices that protect Migrant Workers, the interventions of the
organization are of several types:

> Negotiations/Pressure on the employer - to recover the passport of the employee, to obtain
permission from the employer for a change of employer, or to let the employee leave the
country;

» Administrative procedures - Regularization papers, registering to the Ministry of Labor,
registering to the General Security;

> Legal Assistance - Removal of false complaints, defense in courts...

In total, 16 people at the risk of becoming slaves were assisted by CLDH in 2013 thanks to a grant of the
organization Working together for Human Rights. These were brought into contact with the organization
in several ways:

o Referred by community leaders;

o Referred by neighbors for abuse cases;
e Reported by relatives;

o Referred by other NGOs and the ICRC
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The nationality of assisted cases was as following:

Nationality

M Stateless

B Bangladesh
m Philippines
B Madagascar
B Nepal

H Ethiopia
mTogo

W Ivory Coast
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Types and results of intervention:
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2. Report

On December 18, 2013 a report was published entitled “Syrian Workers in Lebanon” with the support of
the Swiss Embassy in Lebanon. The report was published based on interviews done by CLDH staff. In
total 27 workers were interviewed who had been in Lebanon between three months and seventeen
years. A special questionnaire was developed and used for the interviews. It consisted of five main
points: personal data (official status and information about their arrival), working conditions, living
conditions, racism and their hope for the future.

Apart from the interviews, other sources of information were used, such as press articles, official reports
and legal documents.

The report can be downloaded on the following link: Click®’

Y http://bit.ly/1mg8v7D
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3. Events

- Children and youth speak up against discrimination! March 23, 2013

On the occasion of the International Day for the
Elimination of Discrimination, the Lebanese Center
for Human Rights and the Anti-Racism Movement in
Lebanon, organized a press conference entitled
“Children and youth speak up against
discrimination

'”

The Secretary General of CLDH, Mr. Wadih al-
Asmar, opened the press conference and highlighted
the acts of discrimination in Lebanon, from
discrimination based on skin color to the ones based
on social status, discrimination against women who cannot pass citizenship to their children if the

marriage is with a foreigner. He also denounced the “kafala” system, which paves the way for “modern
slavery”.

The press conference later proceeded with testimonies of youth from various national origins that feel
discriminated in Lebanon.

The press conference got excellent media coverage, as it was covered in various newspapers, as well as
in the evening news on TVv.™®

18 www.iloubnan.info/societe/77776/Les-jeunes-et-les-enfants-sexpriment-contre-la-discrimination
www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?Edition|D=2420&ChannellD=58233&Article|D=2502
www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/25897
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- World Refugee Day “Violations against refugees should end!” June 21, 2013

S ——— On the occasion of the “World Refugee Day”, the
1 Lebanese Center for Human Rights and the Anti-
Racism Movement held a press conference entitled
“Violations against refugees should end!”. The press
conference was on June 21, 2013 at the Nasawiya
Café.

The press conference was open to the public and it
included testimonies of refugees. The press
conference served as a reminder and as a call to
Lebanese authorities to take action toward changing
the treatment of refugees in Lebanon.

During the conference it was noted that since Lebanon has not ratified the 1951 Convention on
Refugees status, refugees from Iraq, Sudan and other countries are treated as illegal migrants, thus,
preventing them from working, circulating freely and that sometimes they are subjected to arrests and
torture.

“Human Rights Summer Camp for Children” July 15 - July 31, 2013

As part of its “End Racism and Modern Day Slavery” program, the
Lebanese Center for Human Rights with the support of TRACE
Health Care Management, organized a summer camp “Human
Rights Summer Camp for Children”.

The summer camp aimed at providing the children with basic
human rights education, whilst opening their eyes to the World
through improvement of their language skills, while having fun

and enjoying their summer vacation.

The summer camp involved over 30 children of various nationality (Sudanese, Lebanese, Syrian,
Armenian and children that didn’t have any nationality), for the duration of 2 weeks (15th July to 31% July
2013).

During the summer camp, the children were introduced to various Human Rights topics through
different activities and exercises.
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The following topics were included:

A\

YV V VYV VY

Discrimination;

Democracy;

Environment and Health;
Gender Equality;

Family Education;

Poverty and Social Exclusion

Summer Camp activity
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4. Participation at other events

During the reporting period, CLDH team members participated to the following events in relation to
Migrant Domestic Workers’, Refugees’ and Asylum Seekers’ rights:

February 07, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the release of “World Report” by Human Rights
Watch.

April 16, 2013 - The Director of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Ms. Marie Daunay, attended a
meeting with EU, Civil Society Organizations, social partners and local authorities. The meeting was at
the premises of the Delegation of the European Union. The aim of the meeting was to exchange views of
the Syrian crisis on Lebanon and how to respond to the needs of the affected population and
communities.

April 28, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the parade organized by KAFA, Insan Association, Anti-
Racism Movement and Caritas Lebanon Migrant Center, which marked the International Workers Day.
The goal of the parade was to raise awareness of the rights of Migrant Workers in Lebanon, and to ask
for ending the Sponsorship System.

April 29, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a follow-up meeting for the “National Technical Task
Force to end Violence against Women in Lebanon” which was organized by ABAAD - Resource Center for
Gender Equality, the Ministry of Social Affairs and the International Medical Corps.

October 07, 2013 — CLDH attended the launch of “Gender and Sexuality Resource Center” by the Arab
Foundation for Freedoms and Equality and ABAAD.

October 23, 2013 — CLDH team attended “Some facts on Migrant Domestic Workers in Lebanon 2012-
2013” - event organized by Insan Association, where a booklet of the same name was published.

November 06, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a meeting with Ambassador Jerzy Pomianowski -
Executive Director of the European Endowment for Democracy (EED). The meeting and the roundtable
that followed it were with purpose to present the work of EED and to discuss the situation of democratic
institutions and human rights in Lebanon.

November 12-15, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a training organized by ABAAD Resource Center
for Gender Equality.

December 19, 2013 — CLDH team attended the closing event of the campaign “Alla Ysa’eda, Ma
Betsa’eda” - event organized by ABAAD - Resource Center for Gender Equality, with focus on Women
rights in Lebanon.
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5. Teach in

July 21, 2013 - Training with children and teenagers in Sainte Famille School summer camp in Aaqoora,
with a focus on racism and discrimination.

e

Teach in at Sainte Famille School summer camp in Aagora
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6. A hunger strike at CLDH premises

May 27, 2013 - A refugee family from Eastern Africa decided to hold a hunger strike to demand their
resettlement to a third country. CLDH hosted them at its premises since “refugees who protest in front
of UNHCR are regularly arrested” - explained Mr. Wadih Al-Asmar, Secretary General of CLDH.

"
Y
l
it
Crol
& fufure for Lamis!
Refuges parents on hungsr strke
Balnut — 27, 2013 — A UNHC Rrecognized African began -endad
mmhmmm&mnam m&tﬁ"m’:ﬂﬁwm
3 Turbure.

Lamis, 4 years oid, was bom to 3 Sudanese falher and a Somal mofher. She doss mot have amy
niationallty or legal stahus In Lebanon. Her father, Muhamad, 21 years old, amived 1o Lebanon In the 305,
flessing persecuton In Sudan. He was amesied several imes Tor lleqal entry and |5 sl traumatized. Her
mother Gigl, 30 vears ok, omhan, Tied Somalla when she was 3 child. She has been a vichm of slavery In
Letanan and has never known anything etse except sufening and misery.

Lamis s nefther Somall nor Sudsness, sne l5 Simply stehbeless. She wil never have legal staius In
Lebanon. The Lebanese Law does not prowide for this. She has no opportunity of studying, since she
faces the rsk of being amesied because she does not have papers. Discrimination, explofiation and
poverty - [tis the future of Lamis If no soiution s found for Tils family.

« | am a3k she wil Suer ke me », 50bs Gigl, recalling hittarty the vears she spant woring wihout ever
enjaying her childnocd.

« After al these years of sUfering, our Rappiness 5 Qone; our 50 DUmase Now |5 1o give our daughtsr 3
future », adds Muhamad.

The crly soiuton for Lamis Is 3 esefiement In another couniry, oanized by the UMHCR. For the
MOMet, o COURTY Nas actepiad hem yel The parents of Lamis cannol ke It anymons; they don't se2
any other soilEon than i begin an onen-endad hunger stike untl 3 Soiution |5 fund «3t le3st for Lamiss
they beg. « We would BVen acoent that she |5 sant WImIOUE UE In 3 CounTy that woukd protect har rights ».

Diespiie the fatique and vears of thelr lves ruined by sufarng, they cling o the hope that 3 country wil
ooen it doors b them.

CLDH (Lebaness Cenber for Human Rights] that i following the case of this family - hosts them in Bs
premises Tor thelr hunger sirlie, not onfy %o show e support of the oranization o thelr protest, but aiso
to prevent further wiolatlon of thedr dghts. « Refugess who protest In front of UNHCR are regularty
amesied. We prafer iat thelr protest takes place In the safety of our oMces, explains Wadh Al-Asmar,
Sacretary Genaral of CLDH.

For more Information © Wadin Al-Ssmar, 70 5350 Ta0.

Press release - A future for Lamis! Refugee parents on hunger strike™

' https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaClsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jEzYzk0YjQ5ZWUWNTVhNDE
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The refugee family on hunger strike

You can watch a video testimony of the refugee parents on the following link: Click*

7. Other public stances

June 13, 2013 - A team of CLDH visited the facilities of Jdeideh Palace of Justice and was horrified to
discover the conditions in which around 30 arrested migrant women were surviving. Following the visit,
CLDH issued a press release (page 21 of this report).

June 26, 2013 - For the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, CLDH started an online
petition (click to sign it) calling for action against the detention center used by the General Security (the
service in charge of immigration and foreigners’ issues in Lebanon), which is located in an underground
parking lot under a bridge in Beirut. CLDH strongly protests against such inhumane conditions (6
detainees living in 6 square meter cells, without access to drinkable water, without access to sunlight
and fresh air, etc), where the migrants await for their repatriation.

% https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN9x8kQT2I1Q
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)

<4r

Viclations of women, migrants and refugees’ rights in Lebanon:

Please take action against these inhuman practices — sign and share:

For the moment, the petition pathered only 300 signatures. We need vou to have the voice of the
victims heard. We need much much more signers to protest against so serious violations of
human rights.

Hundrads of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers are kept every year in Lebanon in an underground
parking lot under a bridae of Beirut. used as a detention center by the General Security, the service in
charge of immigration and foreigners’ issues in Lebanon.

Arrested for various reasons, they wait for their repatriation to their country of ongin or their release in
Lebanon.

Ewvery year, many of them are believed to be forcibly deported to their country of origin in contradiction
with their ights. For example, migrant domestic workers are deported without having taken their salanes
or after having been abused and prevented from filing lawsuit against the perpetrators: refugees and
asylum seekers are forcibly deported to their counftry of origin, so on and so forth.

The conditions in this detention place are unacceptable and a tantamount of torture: the detainess don't
see the sunlight or breathe natural air for weeks, months or even sometimes more than a year of
detention. They are not allowed to mest their lawyers and there is no judiciary supervision of their
unlimited administrative detention that is illegal since not provided for by law.

The petition will be handed cwver to the authorities on June 28, on the occasion of the international day in
support of victims of torture.

Thank you

Petition started by CLDH?!

2 https://docs.google.com/a/cldh-
lebanon.org/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2xkaC1lsZWJhbm9uLm9yZ3xjbGRofGd40jFjYjQxMjgwYWIyZWI14YjY
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8. Other activities

On December 25, 2013 a “Santa Day” was organized at the CLDH’s office. 34 children accompanied by
their parents, shared moments of joy and happiness with storytelling and gifts distribution. The children
were of various age and nationalities. It was a chance for the children from the Summer Camp to see
each other again, as well as get introduced to new children and make new friendships.

l "

Santa Day at CLDH
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Overview of the Human Rights situation, capacity building and
networking

Objective Provide a clear and complete overview of the Human Rights situation in
Lebanon, and to be an active partner along with the other Lebanese
Human Rights NGOs

During the reporting period, the Lebanese Center for Human Rights continued to compile a daily press
review, gathering all articles on human rights issues as published in the Lebanese press.

With the support of MEPI (Middle Eastern Partnership Initiative) and as a part of the project “Media
Monitoring in Lebanon to Promote Democracy and Human Rights”, three workshops were organized in
2013 and a new website was launched.

1. Website

The website that was launched as part of the project “Media Monitoring in Lebanon to Promote
Democracy and Human Rights” became fully operational at the start of the year. Press review website
was a practical evolution of the press review blog that was used by CLDH. The website as of December
2013 had more than 90.000 views and more than 3.000 articles posted online. But due to technical
problems, the website was in the process of revamping at year end.

2. Social Media

During this period, CLDH was active on several Social Medias. A new Fan Page was created, which, at the
end of 2013 displayed 520 “likes”. CLDH group is also active with more than 1800 members, while the
Twitter account has 437 followers. New LinkedIn, Foursquare, Google+ and Causes profiles were
created.

The Lebanese Center for Human Rights regularly used the growing power of Social Medias to promote
Human Rights values. Using the Social Medias, CLDH managed to complete 2 successful campaigns for
collecting money for repatriation of detained women.
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3. Report

On March 28, 2013 a report was published entitled “Civil and Political Rights in Lebanon in 2012” with
the support of Arab Human Rights Fund. The report’s aim was to assess as much as possible the
compliance by the Lebanese State with its commitments toward the protection and promotion of civil

and political rights, reporting both advancements and violations in this field. The report can be
downloaded on the following link: Click*?

4. Workshops and Trainings

“Human Rights, Ethics & Editorial Management for Journalists” March 28, 2013

On March 28, 2013 a workshop was organized entitled “Human Rights, Ethics & Editorial Management

for Journalists” as part of the project “Media Monitoring in Lebanon to Promote Democracy and Human
Rights” which was supported by MEPI.

During the workshop, which was attended by dozen journalists, ways of strengthening journalism
standards and discussion of the following themes took place:

e The arrest of Michel Samaha and its media coverage;

e Human Rights standards and approach for reporting;

e Identification of the challenges for a free and critical journalism;
e Impacts of the media on Human Rights;

e Ethical standards and codes of conducts.

°2 http://bit.ly/1gzbS3P
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Some of the participants of the workshop

- Training entitled “Human Rights in the Media” May 09 and 15, 2013

On May 09 and 15, 2013 two trainings were organized entitled “Human Rights in the Media” as part of
the project “Media Monitoring in Lebanon to Promote Democracy and Human Rights” which was
supported by MEPI.

The trainings focused on “Informed Journalism” as it plays fundamental role in promoting and
protecting human rights. During the training, the participants developed their knowledge of human
rights standards and acquired new skills and techniques in the field of human rights reporting.

The trainings were aimed on journalism graduates, people with career in the media and press officers
for NGOs.

5. Participation at events

March 04, 2013 - The Secretary General of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Mr. Wadih Al-Asmar,
held a meeting with Mr. Stefan Fiile - Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighborhood
Policy.

April 16-17, 2013 - The Secretary General of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Mr. Wadih Al-
Asmar, attended the EIDHR (European Institute for Democracy and Human Rights) forum in Brussels.

April 22, 2013 - CLDH attended the 4™ LAU NGO fair at LAU Beirut Campus.
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September 12, 2013 — CLDH attended the launch of a report entitled “Lebanon’s Legacy of Political
Violence: A Mapping of Serious Violations of International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, 1975 -
2008” by the International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ), the University Saint - Joseph, and the
Center for the Study of the Modern Arab World.

November 15, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a consultation meeting with civil society
organizations, social partners, professional organizations and local authorities. The aim of the meeting
was to present and discuss the implementation of the EU-Lebanon Action Plan 2013, as well as the
programming exercise of the Development Cooperation for the period 2014-2016.

November 21, 2013 - The Secretary General of the Lebanese Center for Human Rights, Mr. Wadih Al-
Asmar, together with the EMHRN (Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network) attended meetings with
Mrs. Elsa Fenet - Counselor, Head of the Political and Economic Section Delegation of the European
Union, Mr. Michel Moussa - Chair of the Human Rights Commission of the Parliament of Lebanon and
General Pierre Salem - Advisor of the Minister of Interior.

December 10, 2013 - Mr. Wadih Al-Asmar - The Secretary General of the Lebanese Center for Human
Rights gave a lecture on “Media Coverage of Human Rights and the Positive Obligation of States:
Awareness of the Unacceptable” at the Université Saint-Esprit De Kaslik (USEK).

December 10, 2013 - CLDH representative attended the ceremony celebrating the “International Human
Rights Day” and “International Anti-Corruption Day”. The event was organized by the Lebanese
Parliament in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme and the Middle East
Regional Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

December 11, 2013 - CLDH representative attended a consultation meeting with Mr. Hugues Mingarelli -
Managing Director of the European External Action Service for North Africa, the Middle East, the
Arabian Peninsula, Iran & Iraq. The aim of the meeting was to discuss with civil society organizations and
EU-Lebanon partnership in the framework of the 4™ Association Committee.
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